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In Search of the Brass Ring:
Birth after a Brachial Plexus Incident
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As you begin reading this article,

it is my hope that the title did not
mislead you into thinking we were about
to embark upon a glorious adventure.
Don’t expect Indiana Jones or King
Arthur as they quest for the Holy Grail
- nor, should you expect a carnival tail,
where the analogy of the “Brass Ring”
has its origins. This is the quest for The
Brass Ring as seen through the eyes of an
Ob/Gyn.

First, a little background on me for
credibility-sake. My name is David
Barrere, Dave to my family and friends,
but professionally, everyone calls me
Dr. B. [ am a graduate of The Ohio State
University; I completed a four-year
residency in obstetrics and gynecology
in Cincinnati, Ohio; and, I have been
certified by the American Board of Ob/
Gyn. I practice in Cincinnati where I hold
the position of Associate Professor of
Ob/Gyn for the University of Cincinnati
College of Medicine. Now that I've done
my best peacock impression and have
shown my professional feathers, more
importantly, I am a husband to Melissa,
and a proud father of a son, Graeme, and
a daughter, Ashleigh.

During my residency years, my

' " training experiences were vast -

seeimng

rounds on the'h
supervising and teachi

medical students that had been assigned
to me. Having done nearly 700 deliveries
during my residency, I spent little time in
Labor and Delivery, leaving the majority
of deliveries to the junior residents. For
one reason or another, I found myself as
the only available resident in Labor and
Delivery one Friday afternoon.

A healthy young patient was about to
deliver her first child. Her pregnancy
was uncomplicated and labor was
progressing quite rapidly. Pretty routine.
The shoulder dystocia I was about to
encounter was far from routine. The
45-seconds that passed before the baby
was delivered seemed to take an eternity.
Fortunately, both mom and baby were not
harmed. Sweating, and hands shaking,

1 then faced questions like “Why did
this happen?”, “Why didn’t you see

this coming?” and “What happens with - w\;

post-partum hemorrhage; and injuries
to the pelvis (fractures of the coccyx

or pubic symphysis rupture). Of those
affecting the baby, shoulder i
clavicular fractures, and
brachial plexus palsy
the most commonly
registered birth
injuries.’ Fifteen -
percent of fetal 4
injuries are ,' 
permanent.*







